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SUBJECT:     "Remodeling  Farm  Houses"  -Inf orTiation  from  Extension  housing 
.   specialist,  U.S. Department  of  Agriculture 
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An  old  house  usually  has  a  high  sentimental  value... but  very  often  its 
uncomfortable  and  inconvenient  to  live  in. 

How  old  farm  houses  can  be  remodeled  into  attractive,  liveable  homes  is 
the  question  facing  thousands  of  rural  families  in  this  country  vho  plan  to  use 
their  wartime  savings  for  this  purpose. 

Here's  how  leaders  in  rural  housing  in  the  Middle  West  picture  the  typical 
farm  house  of  that  section  of  the  country. 

It  was  built  around  I9OO  and  is  now  from  hO  to  50  years  old.  It  is  very 
likely  to  be  a  T-shaped  house... with  eight  room3--if  the  second  story  extends 
over  the  kitchen  wing--or  six  rooms  in  a  story-and-a  half  house. 

The  house  was  built  in  the  days  when  large  families  were  the  rule. 
The  kitchen  is  spacious.  But  it  isn't  arranged  for  ea.3y  and  efficient  work. 
The  pump  at  the  kitchen  sink  represents  the  water  supply.     There  is  no  other 
plumbing  and  no  sewage  disposal.     Instead  of  central  heat. . .the  house  has 
fireplaces  or  stoves.     It  is  not  wired  for  electricity. 

Dovm  the  road  is  another  typical  farm  house.     It  was  built  for  a  tenant 
or  a  young  couple  in  the  family.     It's  much  smaller  than  the  first  house.  It 
has  only  four  rooms.  And  there  are  no  modern  conveniences  such  as  electricity 
and  plunibing. 

Both  houses  are  in  need  of  repair.  The  U.S .Department  of  Agriculture 
estimates  that  while  permanent  farm  housing  improvements  made  during  the  past 
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25  years  amount  to  more  than  12  billion  dollars. . .depreciation  on  the  houses 
adds  up  to  even  more — to  Ik  tillion  dollars. 

When  a  farmer  builds  or  remodels  his  house .. .chances  are  ho  will  not  have 
the  services  of  an  architect.    He  is  required  to  follow  no  building  code.  There 
will  not  be  an  engineer  on  hand  to  supervise  the  construction. 

Extension  specialists  in  rural  housing  offer  these  suggestions  to  the  farm 
family  plrjining  to  build  or  remodel  a  house. 

Do  make  long-time,  careful  plans.     And  be  siare  that  everyone  in  the  family 
--Dad,  Mom  and  the  children--have  a  part  in  making  the  plans. 

Ask  your  state  Agricultural  Extension  Service  about  plans  and  blue -prints 
for  farm  homes.     It's  possible  to  get  plans  both  for  remodeling  and  building 
from  the  Extension  Service.  * 

Make  as  much  use  of  building  materials  on  the  farm  as  you  possibly  can. 
These  will  not  only  save  you  money.    They  will  make  it  possible  for  you  to 
carry  on  building  operations  which  you  might  otherwise  not  get  to  do  because 
the  shortage  of  lumber  will  continue  for  sometime  to  come. 

Something  else  to  check  on.     In  many  states... the  state  agricultural 
college  is  setting  up  courses  for  rural  buildings.    Such  training  will  make 
it  possible  to  use  farm  labor  in  improving  the  farm  home. 
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